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Emporia Presbyterian Church 

Weekday Office Hours: 
Downtown Campus 
Tuesday – Friday, 9:00am-3:00pm  

Office Phone:   620-342-0375 
Office Email:  
businessoffice.epc@gmail.com 
Website: 
www.emporiapresbyterianchurch.org 

Pastor: Rev. Phyllis Stutzman 
Email:  pastorphyl.epc@gmail.com 

Address: 
Downtown Campus - 802 
Commercial Street 
West Campus - 1702 W 15th Avenue 
Emporia, KS  66801 
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Join us for  

Virtual Worship Online 

Sunday mornings 

10:45a.m. to 11:45a.m. 

Go to our EPC website: 

www.emporiapresbyterianchurch.

org 

click on the Worship tab 

or watch from our Facebook 

page: 

https://www.facebook.com/Empo

riaPresbyterianChurch/ 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

THE PRESBY NEWS   June 2020 

 

June Events 

Sunday, June 7 
Trinity Sunday 

Virtual Worship 

Monday, June 8 
Session meeting, 6:00pm 

Thursday, June 11 
MBF meeting, 4:45pm 

Sunday, June 14 
Virtual Worship 

Sunday, June 21 
Father’s Day 

Worship Outdoors at West, 1702 
W 15th Avenue, 9:30am, (moving 

into sanctuary for inclement 
weather) also continuing online 

worship 

Sunday, June 28 
Worship Outdoors at West, 1702 
W 15th Avenue, 9:30am, (moving 

into sanctuary for inclement 
weather) also continuing online 

worship 

 

Information needed by  

May15 for the June 2020 

Presby News.  

To submit or suggest articles, 
contact Diana Hizar, Business 
Manager, businessoffice.epc@ 
gmail.com, 620-342-0375. 

  

 

 

 

 

Our March Monthly Mission 
food collection was redirected 
to The Salvation Army. 

mailto:businessoffice.epc@gmail.com
mailto:businessoffice.epc@%20gmail.com
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    A Note from Kevin Ireland 
as he finishes his first year at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary 

Hello members of COM and EPC church family.  We are truly grateful for the support from PCUSA, PNK and EPC. It means 
a lot, and frankly it would have been quite a struggle this year if not for your support.  We send our love to y’all in Kansas 
and look forward to being with you soon. Peace, Love & Grace, 
Kevin  

I waited a long time to go back to school. I was nervous on my first day. Would I be the oldest one in my class? (Actually, 
there are several of us who are beginning a 2nd/3rd/4th career.) Would I be able to succeed in the classroom? (I’ve 
received A’s in all of my classes to date.) Would my family be able to transition to a new city, new schools, smaller home, 
and limited budget? (I’m grateful that everyone is thriving in Austin – although my wife’s employment has been a 
casualty of the COVID epidemic.) Most of all I wondered if I would enjoy being a student again. I’ve found that I love the 
classes and the community here at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary. I love the challenge – the reading and 
writing. I love the diversity of the faculty and students. I find that they have enriched and enlivened my faith and sense 
of call.  

One of the last sermons that I preached as Authorized Pulpit Supply for the congregation of Americus United 
Presbyterian Church was on the story of the “rich young ruler.” I felt a personal affinity to this story – selling my house 
(still on the market) and many of my long-time possessions (including beloved band equipment), leaving my home and 
career, and trusting that my family would have what we needed. I have been overwhelmed with how God provides – 
even when things don’t go has planned. We have been nourished by the love and support of our home church (Emporia 
Presbyterian), the Presbytery of Northern Kansas, PCUSA, and extended family. Throughout the year, we have always 
had just enough to pay the bills (especially health insurance through PCUSA Board of Pensions for which we are 
especially thankful), provide for the girl’s needs (and some wants), buy books (lots of books), and put food on the table. 
We are blessed to have what we need. 

APTS has opened me, both intellectually and spiritually. I relished learning the language of Hebrew scripture and delving 
deeply into its complexity and ambiguity. I’m looking forward to taking Greek this summer. I particularly enjoyed 
learning the foundations of our Reformed theology and history, and better understanding and respecting the other faith 
traditions that make up our Christian family. I find the spiritual formation and narrative spirituality groups in which I’ve 
participated to cultivate my ability share my own faith journey and appreciate others. (Check out the blog I’ve started at 
SaltySeminarian.com.) I’ve been inspired in worship at Central Presbyterian in Austin and Shelton Chapel on campus (I 
loved singing in the chapel choir and mourn the loss of singing in worship due to COVID). I am looking forward to serving 
as one of two student representatives on the seminary worship committee next year and working with faculty and staff 
to navigate the uncharted waters of worship in the era of epidemic. Being a student and a member of this community is 
a great privilege and a profound pleasure. For me it is a dream come true. 

The emergence of COVID-19 in the Austin community forced the seminary to move classes online for the second half of 
the spring semester. This has been a challenge for everyone. The interaction and comradery of the classroom setting is 
difficult to recreate in a “virtual” environment. Finding time and quiet space to study is challenging in a small three-
bedroom apartment which on many days is filled with two teenage girls along with a precocious six-year-old who we 
have been babysitting. I’m happy to say that we are coping well in the less than ideal circumstances. I feel blessed to 
have the support and love of family and have found myself inadvertently ministering to classmates who must deal with 
the challenges presented by COVID largely in isolation. This too gives me joy and confirms my discerned call. 

During my discernment process facilitated by my presbytery’s Committee on Ministry I remember reading (I think it was 
Frederick Buechner) that recognizing a calling included loving what you do, others recognizing that you are good at it, 
and serving a need in the world. My first year in seminary have confirmed this for me. At every exit from the seminary 
campus there is a sign that reminds students, “come to learn, depart to serve.” This has become a mantra for me. While 
I confess that there are days when I unexpectedly think to myself, I could study this stuff for the rest of my life, I realize 
that my passion is applying what I’ve learned in the service of others through ministry. 

I have received so many gifts through all of the adventures of my life –working in Washington DC in the 80’s, playing in a 
psychedelic rock band in the 90s, owning/operating the Prairie Fire Inn and Spa in the 00s,   (continued on pg. 3) 
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helping launch a bioscience start-up and growing an idea into a multi-million dollar business supplying a “better 
bioplastic” (my slogan) to manufacturers around the world in the 10s. Throughout the journey I’ve always felt the pull of 
my faith. I admit I ignored it for many years, thinking that I’m not good enough, not righteous enough, not able, or not 
ready. Now I’m eager to put these gifts into service.  

In talking to some of my younger classmates I hear their struggle for discernment – trying to understand what God is 
calling them to do. I remember this feeling and can relate. Perhaps it’s because I’ve waited for so long, perhaps it’s 
because I resisted for so many years, or maybe it’s just being a little older, but whatever the reason, I do not find that I 
share their uncertainty. The once still small voice that tripped through dreams and tickled my soul is now front and 
center in my intellectual life, my spiritual life, and my social life. I know why I’m here. I hold each day, each class, each 
assignment, and each discussion as a gift. I savor every moment of my time here at APTS because I know that three 
years goes by quickly. Simultaneously, I can’t wait to find out where my journey will lead and how I will bring these gifts 
into the service of ministry. 

 
              

 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 How to give to Emporia Presbyterian Church 
 

How to Access Worship Playlist on our Website 
 

 

Online Giving: 
On our website at www.emporiapresbyterianchurch.org at the top right, click on the Online Giving tab. 
You may specify what your donation is for in the “add special instructions” column. 

Or mail a check to: 
Emporia Presbyterian Church 
802 Commercial Street 
Emporia, KS 66801 
You may specify what your donation is for in the memo line. 

 

All the online worship services are still on our 
website, they've just been condensed into a 
playlist.   

If you look at the top right corner of the latest 
video, you'll see the "hamburger menu"  (See top 

right photo circled in yellow.) Click on that, and the 
full list should appear (See bottom photo at right 

circled in yellow.)  Then you can click on whatever 
worship service you'd like to watch or rewatch. 
 

 

Note from Kevin Ireland  (cont’d) 

http://www.emporiapresbyterianchurch.org/


pg. 4 

 

   

Serving Schedule continued: 

   VAN DRIVERS 
   Jun 7    Mitch Moorman 
   Jun 14  Brian Severin 
   Jun 21  Rick Buck 
   Jun 28  George Durler 
 
   NURSERY ATTENDANTS 
   Brenna Cunningham 
   Taylor Cunningham    
   Bailey Moffitt 
   Bruce Short 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
              
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 
 

 
 
 

 
LITURGISTS 
Jun 7     Betty Campbell    
Jun 14   Maxine Mitchell 
Jun 21   Sharon Stewart 
Jun 28   Adriane Lang 
 

USHERS 
Jun 7     Rick Buck & Lee Tucker  
        Kent Chapman & Mitch Moorman 

Jun 14   Rick Buck & Lee Tucker        
       Susan, Jovie, Cora Severin 

Jun 21  Rick Buck & Lee Tucker        
        Steve Hart & Max Stewart 

Jun 28  Rick Buck & Lee Tucker       
       Nickie Edwards & Tom Fowler 

    
        
GREETERS (front & side doors)  
Jun 7    Kent Chapman & Karen Moorman 
Jun 14  Susan & Brian Severin 
Jun 21  Sharon & Max Stewart 

Jun 28  Nickie Edwards & Adriane Lang 
 
 
 

 JUNE 2019 

 
 
 

S M T W T F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

      

 
 
 

     

       

 

 

Local Mission Assistance 
Funds Update 

Our Local Mission Assistance 
Funds are to help out locally for 
those in need. Funds are used 
to pay for food vouchers and 
utility bills. 

Thank you to those who have 
recently offered their stimulus 
checks, and additional gifts to 
keep the fund going. In the 
months of April and May, we 
disbursed $503.77 

Currently, the Local Mission 
Assistance Fund balance is 
$2,153.44. 

 

 
 

Amanda & Art Gutierrez Jun 1 
Grace & Ty Short  Jun 3 
Sandy & Kent Chapman Jun 4 
Susie & Jim Aber  Jun 5 
Rev. Phyl & Jacob Stutzman Jun 6 
Mary & Jack Melhorn  Jun 6 
Connie & Tom Jobe  Jun 7 
Katherine & Ken Weaver Jun 8 
Donna & Eric Sprague  Jun 8 
Valerie & Gary Conrade Jun 9 
Sharon & Allen Kaiser  Jun 12 
Sharon & Max Stewart Jun 13 
Rhonda & Scott Gordon Jun 19 
Rev. Pat & Mike Ireland Jun 20 
 
 

 

Don Jones   Jun 3 
Jennifer Moffitt  Jun 3 
Tammy Cheeseman  Jun 5 
Sophie Thayer   Jun 9 
Trent Olivier   Jun 10 
Bruce Short   Jun 15 
Jim Lowther   Jun 20 
Brenna Cunningham  Jun 22 
Kiley Hadicke   Jun 27 
Brittany Rees   Jun 28 
Anita Brunner   Jun 28 
Allen Kaiser   Jun 29 
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SESSION 

Meets Second Monday of the 

Month Downtown at 6:00 P.M.  

Pastor Phyl moderator 

Kathie Buckman clerk of Session 
(620)412-1971 
email: kbuckman@hotmail.com  

Rhonda Gordon (620)366-5169 

rgordon7713@gmail.com 

Amanda Gutierrez (620)794-7770 
email: flick25_2000@yahoo.com 

Becky Hadicke (620)343-5547 
email: rhadicke18@gmail.com 

Connie Jobe (620)255-3441 
Email: connie_jobe00@hotmail.com 

Linda Miller (620)342-5448 
email: lemiller_2214@yahoo.com   

Lois Schrock (620)757-0249 

email: loischrock@yahoo.com 

Brett Stewart (620)340-9590 
email: brett@trustpointservices.net 

Ken Weaver (620)757-1920 
email: knweaver51@gmail.com 

Church Treasurer – Tammy 
Cheeseman 
email: tammy_cheeseman@yahoo.com 

MISSION AND BUILDING FUND 

TRUSTEES 

Dean Edmiston and Don Miller, 
Financial Administrators.  
Chair, Carolyn Turney;  
Vice-Chair, Brett Stewart (Session) 
Secretary, Jodi Heermann;  
Members:  Nickie Edwards, Martha 

Shook, Rhonda Gordon (Session) 

 

 

     
     
     
     

 

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE 

COMMITTEE 
Chair, Rick Buck; Tammy & 
Michael Cheeseman, Connie 
Jobe, Mitch Moorman, 
Carolyn Turney. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND 

NURTURE COMMITTEE 
Chair, Katherine Weaver; 
Amanda Cunningham, 
Amanda Gutierrez, Connie 
Jobe, Karen Moorman, Laura 
Parish. 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
Chair, Brad Stewart; Kathie 
Buckman; Linda Miller. 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
Chair, Lois Schrock; Tammy 
Cheeseman, Amanda 
Gutierrez, Max Stewart, Sharon 
Stewart. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Becky Hadicke, Susan Severin, 
Martha Shook, Brett Stewart, 
Jennifer Stewart 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
Chair, Ken Weaver; Karen 
Moorman; Margaret Davidson, 
Nickie Edwards, Becky 
Hadicke, Katherine Weaver 

VISITATION COMMITTEE  
Chair, Sue Jones; Rick Buck, 
Betty Campbell, Margaret 
Davidson, Nickie Edwards, Pat 
Ireland, Maxine Mitchell, Karen 
Moorman, Max & Sharon 
Stewart 

MISSION & OUTREACH 

COMMITTEE 
Chair, Amanda Gutierrez, 
Amanda Cunningham,  
Lois Schrock  

EMPORIA CHILD CARE BOARD 
Board Member, Nickie 

Edwards 

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP 

COMMITTEE 
Betty Campbell, Lee Tucker 

 

 

Christian sympathy to the family 
of Joyce Kennedy who passed 
away on April 29, 2020. 

Christian sympathy to the family 
of Coburn Van Sickle who 
passed away on May 16, 2020. 

Christian sympathy to the family 
of Mary Woodruff who passed 
away on May 16, 2020. 

Christian sympathy to the family 
of Jack Melhorn who passed 
away on May 19, 2020. 

Christian sympathy to Diana 
Hart and her family, her 
husband, Steve Hart, passed 
away on Friday, May 29, 2020. 

 

mailto:loischrock@yahoo.com
mailto:brett@trustpointservices.net
mailto:knweaver51@gmail.com
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It's a Summer Bible Tour that will take us from Creation to 
Zaccheaus up a tree.  We are excited for the one-time change 
up the Vacation Bible School lineup for this summer!  We will 
create a VBS take home box for each Emporia Presbyterian 
Church kiddo that signs up!  The Summer Bible Tour box will 
contain a link to the Bible lesson for the day, a craft or game 
with supplies, as well as snack ideas for each lesson of our Bible 
Tour.  Our virtual VBS Summer Bible Tour will begin on Monday, 
July 6.  Packets will be delivered the week before the Bible Tour 
begins.  To sign up, please call the church office at 620-342-
0375 with the name and age of each participant by Friday, June 
26.  For more information contact Amanda Gutierrez at 620-
794-7770 or Amanda Cunningham at 620-481-1527. 

Property Report 
 

The property committee has been very busy now that the weather has warmed up, and the weeds 
are growing. We have not met in a group, but we have met two or three at a time working on pulling 
weeds, trimming shrubs, and putting down mulch. The evergreens are scheduled to be sprayed for 
bag worms. There is still much to be done, and you are welcome to join us. If you see anything that 
need attention, please let us know. The west entrance doors off the playground, at our Downtown 
location, has had issues for months, and now we think they are all fixed. Grass seed was planted 
where the locust tree stump was. 
 

Worship Committee Report  by Ken Weaver 

Virtual VBS Summer Bible Tour 
 

Worship Committee resolved a variety of issues in preparation for the church restarting face-to-face worship. 
Worship Outdoors at West, 1702 W 15th Avenue, begins at 9:30am, Sunday, June 21 through Sunday, July 
12, (moving into the sanctuary for inclement weather) also continuing online worship. The online video will 
be posted on Sunday afternoon or Monday morning.  The church’s copyright license provided by Christian 
Copyright Licensing International (CCLI) does not include the rider to stream music in the public domain. The 
committee is investigating how to obtain this rider; until the church has the rider, no music will be provided 
for online worship. Pastor Phyl reviewed worship for June.  For June 7 Trinity Sunday, Rev. Erica Schemper 
will deliver the sermon as Phyl will be concluding a week’s “vacation.”  Please pray for Phyl, Jacob, and 
Annora and celebrate Emporia Presbyterian Church as they move into their new home the week of June 1.   
 

Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services Zoom Invitation 

We are holding a Zoom meeting to update churches on the work we are doing with children in foster care 
and the work of Ashley House on June 16 at 3:00 pm. This "Coffee with the President" will be a short update 
followed by an opportunity for question and answer. We'd love to have a representative from your church 
join us; a pastor, someone from your session, a Sunday School teacher, or someone who is interested in 
Missions. Please let the church office know if someone is interested, and we will pass along the Zoom sign in 
information and reserve a spot for you. Thanks so much for the work YOU do in your community. 
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Treasurer’s Report  May 2020 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

1. As of the end of April, 17 Sundays (or 32% of the calendar year) have passed. 
2. Pledges received in April totaled $7,401.00.  Loose offering received was $1,465.00. 
3. Operating expenses for April totaled $17,378.41. 
4. We received a check from Wells Fargo for $13,036.80. 
5. Utility cost for April were $1,579.64. 
6. Through the fourth month of the year, here are the percentages of budget expended (see the 

Budget Comparison report for dollar figures.) 

Business Operations    36.0% 
Christian Education      8.7% 
Mission Giving     26.7% 
Personnel                  33.2% 
Congregational Care    17.0% 
Property      32.6% 
Stewardship     64.2% 
Worship      17.5% 

  Total Church    32.9% 
 

 

Thank you card to EPC from Deanna Durler 
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